
	

			Lead	In

			Is	Russian

gas	flaring	up?

2 	Read	the	article.

1.	 Find	3	fallacies	concerning	Russian	natural	gas	exploitation.

2.	 Why	is	Russian	gas	not	likely	to	flare	up?

1 . 	 T h a n k s 	 t o 	 i t s 	 a b u n d an t 	 n a t u r a l
r e s o u r c e s , 	 R u s s i a 	 i s 	 p e r c e i v e d 	 a s 	 a
c ou n t r y 	 e n j o y i n g 	 l ow	 e n e r g y 	 p r i c e s
a n d 	 p a y i n g 	 l i t t l e 	 a t t e n t i o n 	 t o

2 . 	 T h e 	 t r e n d 	 i n 	 l owe r i n g 	 g a s 	 p r i c e s
a c t u a l l y 	 s t em s 	 f r om 	 t h e 	 e n d 	 o f 	 t h e
C o l d 	 Wa r 	 a n d 	 t h e 	 d em i s e 	 o f 	 t h e
U SSR 	 wh e n 	 t h e 	 U n i t e d 	 N a t i o n s
c h a n g e d 	 i t s 	 a g e n d a 	 a n d 	 r e - f o c u s e d

1)	market	share	
2)	price	regulation	of	gas
3)	domestic	price	levels

Russian	gas	is	part	and	parcel	of	a	larger,	geopolitical	strategy.



c on s um p t i o n 	 e f f i c i e n c y. 	 G a s 	 p r i c e s
u s e d 	 t o 	 b e 	 r o u n d 	 t e n 	 t im e s 	 l owe r
t h a n 	 i n 	 E u r op e . 	 H owe v e r, 	 t h e 	 d a y s
wh en 	 p e op l e 	 wou l d 	 o p e n 	 t h e i r
wi n d ows 	 i n 	 t h e 	 m i d d l e 	 o f 	 w i n t e r 	 t o
c o o l 	 d own 	 t h e i r 	 o v e r h e a t e d 	 f l a t s 	 a r e
l o n g 	 o v e r. 	 Mo r e 	 d i s t u r b i n g l y 	 y e t ,
s um m e r 	 2 0 1 9 	 s aw	 e x p o r t 	 p r i c e s 	 o f
n a t u r a l 	 g a s 	 c h e a p e r 	 t h a n 	 d om e s t i c
o n e s , 	 t h o u g h 	 m o s t 	 R u s s i a n s 	 p r o b a b l y
wou l d n ' t 	 f l a r e 	 u p.

c h a n g e d 	 i t s 	 a g e n d a 	 a n d 	 r e - f o c u s e d
i t s 	 p r i o r i t i e s 	 o n 	 wo r l d - wi d e 	 d e -
c a r b on i s a t i o n . 	 T h e r e 	 a r e , 	 h owe v e r,
m an y 	 o t h e r 	 r e a s on s : 	 p r i c e s 	 i n
E u r o p e 	 s l a s h e d 	 a lm o s t 	 t wo f o l d ,
G a s p r om 	 p o s i t i o n i n g 	 i t s 	 s e l l 	 p r i c e
t o 	 i n c r e a s e 	 i t s 	 s h a r e 	 o n 	 t h e
m a r ke t , 	 g r owi n g 	 c om p e t i t i o n 	 f r om
t h e 	 U S , 	 t o 	 n am e 	 b u t 	 a 	 f ew.

3 . 	 I n d e e d , 	 a t 	 4 5 	 e u r o 	 p e r 	 t h ou s a n d
c u b i c 	 m e t r e s , 	 R u s s i a n 	 e x p o r t e d 	 g a s
b e i n g 	 c h e a p e r 	 t h a n 	 t h e 	 d om e s t i c
o n e 	 i s 	 d u e 	 t o 	 a 	 c om p l e x 	 m e c h an i sm
an d , 	 o n c e 	 t r a n s p o r t 	 a n d 	 t a x 	 c o s t s
h a v e 	 b e e n 	 i n c l u d e d , 	 d o e s n ' t 	 f i n a l l y
m e an 	 E u r op e a n 	 c o n s um e r s 	 wi l l 	 p a y
l e s s 	 t h a n 	 R u s s i a n 	 c o n s um e r s 	 f o r
g a s . 	 T h i s 	 i s 	 b u t 	 a 	 w i d e r, 	 l o n g - t e r m
s t r a t e g y 	 j u s t i f y i n g 	 h e f t y 	 i n v e s t m en t s
i n 	 b u i l d i n g 	 p i p e l i n e s 	 i n 	 t h e 	 n o r t h
a n d 	 s o u t h 	 o f 	 E u r op e .

4 . 	 A n o t h e r 	 r e a s on 	 i s 	 v e i l e d 	 b y 	 t h e
c l i c h é 	 t h a t 	 G a s p r om ' s 	 R u s s i a n 	 m a r k e t
s h a r e 	 i s 	 a s 	 l a r g e 	 a s 	 9 0% . 	 G a s p r om ,
a s 	 a 	 s t a t e 	 c om p an y, 	 o p e r a t e s 	 i n
a c c o r d a n c e 	 wi t h 	 t h e 	 p r i c e 	 r e g u l a t i o n
o f 	 g a s , 	 wh i c h 	 a p p l i e s 	 o n l y 	 t o
h ou s e h o l d 	 a n d 	 p u b l i c 	 c o n s um p t i o n .
W h i l e 	 i t 	 m a y 	 b e 	 i n t e r p r e t e d 	 a s
m on op o l i s t i c 	 p r a c t i c e , 	 i n 	 r e a l i t y 	 i t
i s 	 o t h e r 	 p l a y e r s 	 wh o 	 c a t e r 	 f o r 	 t h e
n e e d s 	 o f 	 e l e c t r i c i t y 	 g e n e r a t i n g
c om p an i e s 	 a n d 	 t h e 	 s e c on d a r y 	 s e c t o r,
wh o s e 	 n e e d s 	 a c c ou n t 	 f o r 	 o v e r 	 5 0%
o f 	 t h e 	 m a r k e t .

5 . 	 T h e s e 	 i n d e p e n d e n t 	 p r o d u c e r s ,
s u c h 	 a s 	 R o s n e f t 	 ( t h e 	 t h i r d - l a r g e s t
c om p an y 	 o f 	 R u s s i a 	 b y 	 r e v e n u e ) ,
s t a n d 	 n o 	 c h a n c e 	 o f 	 s e l l i n g 	 a t
h i g h e r 	 p r i c e s 	 t h a n 	 G a s p r om 	 i n 	 t h e
n on - r e g u l a t e d 	 m a r k e t . 	 Fo r 	 i n s t a n c e ,
s a t i s f y i n g 	 3 0 0 	 0 0 0 	 c bm 	 f o r 	 l o c a l
i n d u s t r i a l 	 n e e d s , 	 i n d e p e n d e n t
p r o d u c e r s 	 c o u l d 	 s u p p l y 	 f o r 	 a s 	 m u c h
a s 	 7 0% 	 o f 	 t h e 	 t o t a l 	 E u r op e a n
d em an d 	 ( 4 2 0 	 0 0 0 	 b cm ) 	 a t 	 y e t 	 a
l owe r 	 p r i c e . 	 C om p e t i t i o n 	 am on g
R u s s i a n 	 g a s 	 s u p p l i e r s 	 t h e r e f o r e
b e n e f i t s 	 E u r op e a n 	 b u y e r s .

6 . 	 I n 	 a d d i t i o n 	 t o 	 i n t e r n a l
c om p e t i t i o n 	 o n 	 t h e 	 R u s s i a n 	 m a r k e t ,
t h e 	 p r i c e 	 d e c l i n e 	 o f 	 n a t u r a l 	 g a s
d e r i v e s 	 f r om 	 s t r i c t e r 	 r e g u l a t i o n s
r e g a r d i n g 	 s h e l l 	 o i l 	 i n 	 t h e 	 U S . 	 B y
l aw, 	 n a t u r a l 	 g a s 	 c a n n o t 	 b e 	 f l a r e d :
i t 	 i s 	 a 	 b y - p r o d u c t 	 wh o s e 	 v o l um e s
wi l l 	 i n c r e a s e 	 a t 	 l i t t l e 	 o r 	 n o 	 c o s t .
G a s 	 i s 	 s o l d 	 i n 	 t h e 	 U S 	 a t 	 a 	 l owe r
c o s t 	 t h a n 	 i n 	 t h e 	 R u s s i a n 	 Fe d e r a t i o n
wh e r e 	 t h e r e 	 i s 	 n o 	 s u c h 	 s h e l l 	 o i l .
W h a t ' s 	 m o r e , 	 Am e r i c a n 	 d e p o s i t s 	 o f
g a s 	 a r e 	 e s t im a t e d 	 t o 	 b e 	 a v a i l a b l e
f o r 	 a n o t h e r 	 5 0 	 y e a r s .

7 . 	 F i n a l l y, 	 t h e 	 a d v e n t 	 o f 	 h o r i z o n t a l
d r i l l i n g 	 ( a s 	 o p p o s e d 	 t o 	 t r a d i t i o n a l
v e r t i c a l 	 d r i l l i n g ) 	 h a s 	 m ad e 	 t h e
e x p l o i t a t i o n 	 o f 	 s om e 	 a r e a s
c om m e r c i a l l y 	 v i a b l e 	 o n l y 	 i n 	 t h e 	 p a s t
d e c a d e . 	 H o r i z o n t a l 	 d r i l l i n g 	 h a d 	 b e e n
c on s i d e r e d 	 i n 	 t h e 	 d a y s 	 o f 	 t h e 	 U SSR
b u t 	 d i sm i s s e d 	 d u e 	 t o 	 s u b s t a n t i a l
t e c h n o l o g i c a l 	 o b s t a c l e s . 	 N owad a y s ,
s u c h 	 s h e l l 	 o i l 	 r e s e r v e s 	 a s 	 t h o s e 	 i n
D on e t s k 	 j u s t 	 i n 	 t h e 	 m i d d l e 	 o f
E u r op e 	 c o u l d 	 l e a d 	 t o 	 e v e n 	 c h e a p e r
n a t u r a l 	 g a s , 	 a n d 	 p e r h a p s 	 r e s h a p e
t h e 	 g e op o l i t i c a l 	 m ap .

8 . 	 I n 	 c o n c l u s i o n , 	 d e s p i t e 	 t h e
p r o s p e c t 	 o f 	 h y d r o g e n 	 s u b s t i t u t e
s o l u t i o n s 	 i n 	 t h e 	 c a r 	 i n d u s t r y 	 f o r
L P G 	 a n d 	 e l e c t r i c i t y 	 p owe r e d 	 e n g i n e s ,
a n d 	 n um e r ou s 	 f a l l a c i e s 	 r e g a r d i n g
R u s s i a n 	 m a r k e t 	 p r i c e s , 	 R u s s i a n 	 g a s
i s 	 n o t 	 l i k e l y 	 t o 	 f l a r e 	 u p.
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Vocabulary

3 	Match	the	expressions	from	the	article	on	the	left	with	the	synonyms	and	definitions	on	the	right.

fallacy

to	flare	up

to	derive

advent

to	come	from

to	get	angry

coming	of	an	
important	event,	
person,	invention...

false	idea	that	many	
people	believe	is	true

demise

to	veil

abundant

hefty

large,	more	than	
expected	(of	an	
amount	of	money)

to	hide

existing	in	large	
quantities;	more	than	
enough

end	or	failure	of	an	
institution,	an	idea,	a	
company,	etc

	

			Reading

comprehension

4 	Answer	the	following	questions	true	(T),	false	(F),	or	does	not	say	(DNS):

1.	 Economies	in	heating	are	not	on	the	agenda	of	Russian	households	[	T	/	F	/	DNS	]

2.	 Russians	probably	don't	find	outrageous	the	fact	that	the	gas	they	pay	for	local	use	is	more	
expensive	than	the	one	which	is	exported	[	T	/	F	/	DNS	]

3.	 The	collapse	of	the	Soviet	Union	is	one	reason	among	others	why	the	UN	has	made	the	end	of	
fossil	fuels	a	priority	[	T	/	F	/	DNS	]

4.	 Expansion	of	the	pipeline	grid	is	not	a	viable	operation	by	itself	[	T	/	F	/	DNS	]

5.	 Another	reason	explaining	why	gas	exported	by	Gasprom	is	cheaper	than	the	domestic	is	hidden	
by	a	common	belief	that	Gasprom's	Russian	market	share	is	as	large	as	90%	[	T	/	F	/	DNS	]

6.	 In	reality,	Gasprom	supplies	over	50%	of	the	Russian	market	[	T	/	F	/	DNS	]

7.	 Recent	availability	of	horizontal	drilling	technology	means	Russian	gas	is	going	to	become	even	
cheaper	[	t	/	F	/	DNS	]

			Lexical

material

cliché	=	(disapproving)	phrase	or	an	idea	that	has	been	used	so	often	that	it	no	longer	has	much	
meaning	and	is	not	interesting
fallacy	=	false	idea	that	many	people	believe	is	true
to	subtract	=	to	take	a	number	or	an	amount	away	from	another	number	or	amount;	to	deduct;	
antonym	of	add
flagship	=	most	important	product,	service,	building,	etc.	that	an	organization	owns	or	produces
leverage	=	ability	to	influence	what	people	do
demise	/dɪˈmaɪz/	=	end	or	failure	of	an	institution,	an	idea,	a	company,	etc
to	flare	up	=	(of	flames,	a	fire,	etc.)	to	suddenly	start	burning	more	brightly;	(of	a	person)	to	suddenly	
become	angry
decarbonisation	/diːˌkɑːbənaɪˈzeɪʃən/	=	reducing	greenhouse	gas	(GHG)	emissions	produced	as	a	
result	of	transport,	including	emissions	released	directly	during	transport	and	emissions	due	to	the	
production	of	transport	-	for	example	emissions	from	the	production	of	electricity	used	to	power	a	
given	mode
advent	=	coming	of	an	important	event,	person,	invention,	etc

to	derive

to	flare	up

advent

fallacy

hefty

to	veil

abundant

demise

[	F	]	The	days	when	people	would	open	their	windows	in	the	middle	of	winter	to	cool	down	their	overheated	flats	are	long	over.

[	T	]	Most	Russians	probably	wouldn't	flare	up.

[	T	]	...	the	demise	of	the	USSR	when	the	United	Nations	changed	its	agenda	and	re-focused	its	priorities	on	world-wide	de-carbonisation.

[	DNS	]	This	is	but	a	wider,	long-term	strategy	justifying	hefty	investments	in	building	pipelines	in	the	north	and	south	of	Europe.

[	T	]	Another	reason	is	veiled	by	the	cliché	that	Gasprom's	Russian	market	share	is	as	large	as	90%.

[	F	]	other	players	who	cater	for	the	needs	of	electricity	generating	companies	and	the	secondary	sector,	whose	needs	account	for	over	50%	of	the	
market.

[	F	|	DNS	]	despite	(...)	numerous	fallacies	regarding	Russian	market	prices,	Russian	gas	is	not	likely	to	flare	up.




