
NOW

PRESENT SIM PLE

main clause is about  the future

W hen you get  t here ,  you'll f ind a  le t t er for you

W hen you see  him , t e ll him  t o call m e

after, before, when, unt il, once...

+  adverbial clauses int roduced by t ime conjunct ions

talking about  a (regular) future event

M y plane leaves t om orrow  at  1 0 am

t imetablePlanes for London leave at  10am

regular event

W OULD

future seen from the past

reported speech

He said he  w ould com e

PRESENT CONTINUOUS
clearer future than 'going to'

decision is definite

arrangem ent  has already been m ade

I 'm  m eet ing an im port ant  client  at  2 pm

PAST
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FUTURE FORM S

                   GOING TO                           

decision has already been taken

W e are  going t o t a lk  about  a  new  cont ract

 

less clear future than present  cont inuous
future plans

intent ions

W e are  going t o buy a new  car t his year

visible evidence

I t 's going t o ra in

M AY / M IGHT / CAN / COULD
possibility

W e m ay buy a new  car

certainty

W ILL

habit  (repeated act ion)

He w ill have  2  cups of  coffee  before  going t o w ork

if +  1st  condit ional

We will have results by the end of the year

W e'll sign t he  cont ract  if  a ll goes w ell

make predict ions

W e'll need m ore  equipm ent

make offers & prom ises

decision now

The phone rings. I 'll answ er

FUTURE


